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[image: image3.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  
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5/4-10   Teacher Appreciation Week





5/9	  	  Parent’s Night Out 6-11pm





5/5-16   Parent/Teacher conference





5/16 	  Parent’s Night Out (6-11pm)





5/20	  End of Year Program &   


  Kindergarten Graduation


5/22 	  Water Day














Parent’s Night Out – An evening when you may leave your child/children in the care of MEA staff.  The children play outside, participate in an activity or craft, and then settle down for popcorn and a movie.  The charge is $25 for the first child and $15 for, each additional sibling.  Siblings NOT enrolled at MEA are WELCOME to attend.  The fee is paid in cash directly to the host teachers.








Mark Your Calendar








PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES will be held May 5th through May 19th.  The teacher’s will post available timeslots outside of their classroom on April 28th.  Please sign up for a time that is convenient for you and make a note of it as we will not send out additional reminders. 





End of Year Program/Kindergarten Graduation – This event will be held on May 20th from 6 – 7:30pm at Mountain Park Community Church (24th/Pecos).  All of the toddler and primary students will be on stage for the production. We have several volunteer opportunities to help make the evening a success.





JR Acheivement – Our kindergarteners and older primary students were involved in Jr Achievement, which started on April 1st and ran for five weeks.  They learned a different concept each week, e.g.. the value of each coin, animals found on a farm, how to brainstorm as a group and come up with ways to earn something special, and ways to give back to the community.  Karen Quick has volunteered to spearhead this extra-curricular learning. Watch for this group at the End of the Year Celebration and Kindergarten Graduation.


Brain Awareness – On April 7th, Dr Heather Bimonte-Nelson gave a presentation to the primary students about the wonders of the human brain.  She even brought with her an actual brain, preserved in a jar, for the students to see. Of course, they all wanted to know whose brain it was.  She also brought microscopes and lab coats and items to observe with special lenses.  The children had an exuberant, fun time learning about our remarkable brains.   The children also received certificates, brain shaped erasers and pencils.  It was very exciting!


Learning about MONEY – On April 30th two representatives from Wells Fargo Bank came to the school to teach the children the importance of saving money.  They explained and discussed the differences between a want and a need.   They explained the difference between checks, credit and actual cash and gave examples of when to use each.  They showed us how to properly write a check.  It was a great learning experience for all of us and you would be pleased with the praise your children received regarding their behavior.  They were so impressed with their manners, their attention spans, and their ability to ask and answer so many questions.











News from the Office





Happy Birthday


5/5     Faith Westley


5/12   Sophia Bullis


5/12   Young Woo Lee


5/13   Jiana McDonald


5/19   Ms. Pam


5/20   Dallas Richardson


5/25   Derrick Hazzard


5/27   Ryan Day


5/30   Braeden Hyatt


5/30   Sabrina Hernandez





May 2008








Heather Henss - Director


Brandee Krzanich - Administrator
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Primary Classroom 5 Ms. Kathy and Ms. Pam











Classroom News





MEANewsletter


























 On April 22nd we celebrated Earth Day.   We had carrots, lettuce, and strawberries that did extremely well this spring.  We also made “Earth Hats” and “earth pudding” – yummy!


The children are just finishing their unit on the continents  and have completed their continent books with great patience and pride.


This month promises to be very busy.  Along with our usual fun/educational challenges, we are preparing special gifts for Mother’s Day, which is just around the corner. 


Lastly, we want to thank all of you for contributing food items for our snacks.  Your graciousness in doing so is appreciated.  A special thanks to our room volunteer parents:  Ms Monica Cress for throwing the best parties, Ms Kim Horn for always helping, and Ms Carrie Waldron for planting our gorgeous garden and tirelessly volunteering her time once a month to help out in any capacity.  Most of all we thank you for allowing your children to be with us this year.  We adore all of your children and look forward to seeing everyone in the fall (if not during the summer). Our soon-to-be 1st graders will have to return to let us know how things are going in their new leadership roles.


 








This is the final newsletter of the 2007-2008 school year.  As we look back, we see what remarkable strides each student has made individually and as a class.  We believe that grace and courtesy are a very important part of our lives and we incorporate them in every aspect of the classroom and the playground.  The children have learned how to solve problems using their words instead of their muscles.  All the materials are focused to teach the child to work from left to right and from top to bottom and use their 3-finger “pincer grasp” as preparation for the fine motor control required for writing.  All of the children know the 26 letters of the alphabet phonetically and learning how to blend, working on three letter words or reading. We’ve made tremendous progress this year and we are eagerly looking forward to continuing this growth in the Summer and/or Fall.  Your children are excelling with math, reading, language, and even writing for some and using their imaginations to tell stories.  Most importantly their problem solving skills are exemplary and they have become self-starters with respect to their work.  They understand the importance of taking care of the environment; and how we can all help at home and at school.  We can recycle and grow some of our own food as we did in our own beautiful garden.    








Primary Classroom 6 Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Ashley





   We had an exciting and busy month in April.  We had Hailey Nelson’s mom, Dr. Heather Bimonte- Nelson, a professor at ASU, visit and teach us about the Brain.  The children had the opportunity to wear lab coats, look through microscopes and view actual brains.  We would like to thank her for bringing us brain shaped erasers, pencils and certificates.


   Wells Fargo representatives, Ms. Elva and Mr. Tyson, came to talk to us about saving our money in the bank or our piggybank, deciding how to spend our money by deciding if the item is a “want” or a “need” and how money makes interest.  Thank you for all the information on balancing too.


   Last month was “Earth Day” so we talked about saving Earth and how and what to recycle.  Hunter Quick brought   the book The Earth and I for the class which the children enjoyed. Penguins were a part of our studies too.  I had no idea there were so many!


   We end the school year watching how insects live in our environment. It is amazing the life they lead!


   Thank you to all the parents who brought in snack this year.  Thank you to Holly Der for getting our library books each month.  Thank you Julianne Player and Holly Der for bringing in flowers for our flower work s &  Rhonda Salsburg for bringing in materials for our culture studies.   A warm thanks to Ian Stratta for bringing in ladybugs for our garden. The children had fun letting them go outside and experience them crawl on their hands.


  Thank you everyone for your kindness and support throughout this school year. Our class this year was great! We love these kids!


   Have a GREAT summer!!!





   As the school year comes to an end, I want to take the time to say how proud I am of every student in our class.  Each one has made tremendous progress and has really bloomed in the classroom!!!


  As May approaches we will be learning about money and the different coins and dollar bills and how much each is worth.   We will also be looking at the clock and learning all about time as the children have taken a liking to always wanting to know the time when certain things are happening.  


   We will also be doing a study on dinosaurs which the children will enjoy!  And we will be studying land forms.  


  Thank you to everyone who provided snacks and a special thanks to Sophia Bullis and her family  for getting our library books this month.


   The children had a special presentation from Ms. Elva and Mr. Tyson of our local Wells Fargo bank.  The children learned about saving money and the different ways to make money as well as the different forms of paying for things.  Their attention spans were amazing and they all asked very thoughtful questions.  We received excellent feedback from our guests. The children really seemed to enjoy  the presentation as well as the lollipops and handouts.


 Please remember to sign up for conferences on the outside of our door.


 I hope you all have a wonderful summer and I am looking forward to working with each and every one of you in the fall!!!!  Sincerely, Ms Jennifer and Ms Ashley





Primary Classroom 7 Ms. Kim and Ms. Anny





Pre-Toddlers: We have a wonderful group of pre-toddlers. They are all learning to play and work nicely together.  They all get along very well and the older ones are gentle and helpful to our younger students.


We are enjoying our newest additions: Mason and Jessica.  They are both doing great.  Jessica is beginning to sit during line time already!  Becca, Lindsey and Victor have just turned two and are beginning their transition to the toddler classrooms.  We will miss them!  Zoe and Mia will be ready to take over as the oldest in the class. They will be excellent role models.  Thank you for the generous snacks you’ve provided for our class.  


Toddlers-Classrooms 3 and 4: 


The school year is winding down and the toddlers are going strong!  Each child has grown so much in abilities and maturity this past year. So many of our young friends are potty trained and we are just thrilled to see them anxious to be self-sufficient. 


The children have been very busy painting.  Sorry for the occasional paint on your child’s clothing-“artist at work”. It’s a special surprise for you parents.


We colored eggs in celebration of spring and we made a beautiful flower garden in front of Room 3 with our pictures.  


Special books:  Pet Dog, Cat, Hamster, Fish, Bird, and Turtle.


We are so proud of our classrooms and of the toddler work cycle.  The children have become adept at getting out their own work, completing it and then replacing it back on the shelf.  The snack time is very respectful and social.  The children discuss what they are eating, thank the friend that provided the snack and then help clean up their plates, cups and push in their chairs.  We are so impressed by their abilities to communicate and care for themselves and their environment!


April Agenda


Theme: Spring


Montessori Behaviors


Working on our Mats


Following Directions


Grace and Courtesy


Carrying a Mat


Carrying a Chair


Carrying Scissors





Line Time Topics


Recognition of: Name, Days of the Week, Months of the Year


Review Basic and Geometric shapes


Domestic Animals


Spring, Flowers, Easter Eggs


Other Activities





Arts and Crafts


Songs related to our lessons


Outdoor environment: Planting seeds, watering, and watching them grow


Walking the school grounds


�





Toddlers Rooms 1/2           Room 3		Room 4


 		Ms Vikki	      Ms Denise	       Ms Kazumi


		 Ms Elaine	          Ms Padma		  Ms Vicki


					


























Sixth Grade News





Last week we listened to a very informative presentation by Wells Fargo Representatives on “Teach a Child to Save Day”.  We learned that we can start saving at any age and how doing chores around the house can help us earn money.  We learned that we can make interest on our money in the bank.  We learned about smart spending habits and wants versus needs.  We will also be learning more about money in class this month.  In addition, we will be learning how to tell time on an analog clock to the hour and the half hour.  For Cinco de Mayo we will be preparing and eating cheese quesadillas, singing songs in Spanish and reviewing some of our Spanish lessons and learning about the Battle at Puebla, Mexico.


Sadly, our silk worms did not make it past the larva stage.  We now have mealworms in our classroom and have observed metamorphosis from larva to pupa to tenebrio beetle.  We also monitored its behaviors:  eating, moving, and molting.  Birthday wishes go out this month to Young Woo Lee & Sabrina Hernandez.


We have enjoyed having your child in our class and have seen so much progress throughout the school year.  Each and every one of them has made our class a special place to be.  We will miss those friends that are moving on and we look forward to the friends that will be returning to Montessori Educare in the fall.  Have a wonderful and safe summer.


Fondly,


Ms Carla and Ms Rhonda
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Primary Classroom 8     Ms. Carla and Ms. Rhonda





















































Inspiring the love of learning in every child.





We’re on the Web!


www.montessori-educare.com





Montessori Educare


1244 E Chandler Blvd


Phoenix, AZ 85048


Phone:


(480)283-8885


Fax:


(480)283-0559


E-mail:


mea@qwestoffice.com





Spanish





PTO NEWS





Our previous lesson on the family was wonderful. The students learned very quickly and are familiar with how to say “mom” and “dad”.  This month we are going to learn the name of the fruits and some vegetables.  It is a pleasure to have your children in my Spanish class. Please encourage them to practice at home.














The PTO is sponsoring the End Of Year Program / Kindergarten Graduation.  There are several volunteer opportunities in the front hallway





























