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PTO Survey Summary
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[image: image3.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  


Message from Ms Brandee:


We are off to a great year! The classes are all remarkably productive and we are excited for the months to come. 


I would also like to thank all of our families who attended our Curriculum Nights. We appreciate your support and involvement! Remember to continue to build a strong partnership with your child’s teacher and attend our various events.  We are excited to have you and your children as a part of our community!





New Show and Tell Plan for Primary: 


We believe show and tell has many merits and affords the children an opportunity to build his/her public speaking skills and confidence by sharing a special item from home.  We encourage students to bring educational items as it enriches the line times and offers up opportunities for questions.  We would like to make sure we provide adequate time to spend with each show-and-tell item.  We have decided to switch to a bi-weekly show and tell as follows.  Children whose FIRST names begin with the letters A-K will have show-and tell the first Friday of the month and children whose first names begin with the letters L-Z will have show and tell the third Friday of each month.  We will remind your children in class but please help them at home.


Curriculum Night Follow-up: Thank you for attending our curriculum night.  We are so encouraged by your support and involvement. We have tallied the survey and published the results at the bottom of the newsletter.  We sincerely appreciate your feedback and we are excited to incorporate it into our year at MEA.  We had several parents volunteer to help this year and we are so thankful.


Picture Day(s) are coming:  MEA is scheduled to have picture proofs taken on September 30th and Oct. 1st.  We will send information home regarding your child’s specific day.   


Kindergarten Library: Please complete a library card application for your MEA Kindergartener and return it to the school by Friday, September 20th.  We will be scheduling field trips to the Ironwood library and we need parent volunteer drivers to help transport the kindergarteners. 


Recycling at MEA:  We are working on starting a recycling program at MEA.  Please see Ms Brandee or Ms Heather for suggestions/ideas.


New Karate Schedule:  Ms Anna is going to offer classes on Mondays and the schedule will look like this:


 


Monday


2:30 - 3pm


3:15 - 3:45pm


3:45 - 4:15pm


 


What this allows is flexibility with holidays where MEA is closed.  On such occasions Ms Anna will simply add 10 minutes to the other Monday classes during that month to make up for the holiday.  It also allows the children to keep their recess time.  Full day children will still be able to take karate in the earlier class and extended care children will be able to leave the aftercare program.   We can also open a toddler class if there is interest. Please contact the front office or Ms Anna to schedule a trial class.


 


Parent’s Night Out: PNO is a Friday evening when you may leave your child/children in the care of MEA staff.  The children play outside, participate in an activity or craft, and then settle down for popcorn and a movie.  The charge is $25.00 for the first child and $15.00 for each additional sibling.  Siblings NOT enrolled at MEA are WELCOME to attend.  The fee is paid in cash directly to the host teachers.  


Pizza on Fridays- Cost is $3.00 if your child would like to participate.  Cheese pizza, fruit, vegetable and drink are included.  Sign-up sheet is located on the small table next to the fish tank on Friday mornings and during the academic school year during curbside drop off.


























News from the Office 








Mark Your Calendar








 Sept.19- Parent’s Night Out


Sept. 30 & Oct. 1- School Pictures


Oct.6-10-  Fall Break


Oct. 24th- Fall Festival














Heather Henss Director


Brandee Krzanich Administrator
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MEA PTO:  


Below is a summary of the survey. The following parents volunteered to be executive members of the MEA PTO:  


Lora and David Van Sickle


Andrea Cordero (Helena’s mom)


Kelly Mukherjee


We thank them immensely and look forward to working with them over the next year. 














Whew!  The summer days are almost behind us and we are racing toward the winter season and all it will bring –cooler weather and holidays.  We had two birthday celebrations this month – Elle Campbell and Emmery Cress.  We’d like to thank their parents for the goodies brought in for the children to share on their special days.  Everyone enjoyed the ice cream cake and the cupcakes.  Now that we are all on the same page with classroom rules and grace and courtesy, we are beginning to establish good work habits individually.  We have also been working to establish a “community” feeling within our classroom i.e. helping the students work together as a team while encouraging habits that are helpful to each other.  Each week the children have an opportunity to volunteer for a particular “job” that is done in the classroom every day.  A few examples are:  snack/lunch setup helpers, erasing the board, straightening the work shelves, pushing in the chairs, etc.  The name of the job and the name of the person who volunteers for that job are printed on a “star” that is placed under our calendar for all to see.  The children can take their stars home at the end of the week as a memento.  This month we are studying land formations and by the end of our unit of study the children will bring home a little booklet to show and tell you about the land formations we’ve discussed so far – lake, island, cape and bay.  We will also discuss the birthday of Johnny Appleseed and read the book, which will prepare us for our unit in gardening that will begin next month as the weather begins to cool.  The children enjoy digging, planting, watering, and watching the fruits of their labor blossom as the garden springs to life and propagates for next spring.  We would like to thank all of you for your tireless support.  We’d like to thank Pengfei Wang for making the CD with the 100 site words on it and to Kim Horn for always being available to help.  A hearty thanks to the Klein, Horn, Evans, Zajpt, and Ogrodowski families for volunteering to bring snack items this month and to all of you who have sent in your child’s baby picture.  If you haven’t sent in a picture please send in a duplicate picture of your child between 6 and 9 months.  Thank you for sharing your children with us.  We love teaching them!














I am so excited to have your child in my class this year.  They are all very special.  The returning students have picked up right where they left off and continue to do a variety of works each day as well as sound lessons, blending and reading.   The new students have adjusted very well and have been introduced to many new works.  In the practical life area of the curriculum they have been introduced to rug rolling, tray carrying, spooning, crumbing, tweezing, tonging, and pouring.  These works foster concentration skills, judgment skills, hand-eye coordination, as well as the use of “alligator fingers” which strengthen the pincer grasp and coordination necessary for handwriting.   In the sensorial area of the curriculum, the students have received lessons on the pink tower, cylinder blocks, knobless cylinders, the brown stairs and the red rods.   These works reinforce visual discrimination of size, spatial relations, and hand-eye coordination.  


 Now that the boys and girls have had their lessons they are able to pick a variety of works during the work cycle.  In addition, the students are also learning the alphabet sounds from the red sound group – a, b, s, t, n, c. Some of the new students have already moved to the next sound group.   Please reinforce these sounds at home whenever possible.  


We are currently enjoying the vast array of books written by Eric Carle.  Please look for our collage style artwork in the hallway depicting some of the creatures Mr. Carle writes about.


 We have also started to learn about various land forms.  We have learned about lakes and islands so far.  Next week we will be learning about archipelagos.  The boys and girls are having fun pouring water into the molds to create each distinct land form.


Thank you to all the parents that attended curriculum night.  The attendance was terrific.  Thank you for all the delicious snacks this month as well.






































Primary Room 5 with Ms. Pam and Ms. Kathy











.





Primary Room 6 with Ms. Carla





An overwhelming majority of our parents voted to donate money instead of fundraising.  I will work with the PTO to track the funds that have been raised and to solicit those who prefer to fundraise to chair the events they selected. 


We have already received several donation checks and we are so excited to start the year off with PTO funding!!!!  Thank you to the Bullis family for our first donation. 
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Primary Room 7 with Ms. Kim and Ms. Anny














Spanish with Ms. Anny


























The Hungry Caterpillar





This month we are learning the months of the year, the days of the week and the numbers 1-30.  Our goal is to read the calendar in Spanish.


We are practicing the days of the week song and a counting song.


Please ask your child about what we are learning and reinforce these lessons at home.  


The kids really enjoy our Spanish lessons and are attentive and respectful.  They are a joy!






































 








We are having a wonderful year so far.  The children have done a beautiful job with the grace and courtesy module.  Their work habits are developing nicely and they are working both independently and in small groups with ease.  They are making good work choices and many are asking to be challenged.  They are considerate of one another and our older kindergarteners are teaching lessons to the younger students.  This improves their own understanding of the work and elevates their confidence.   This month we are studying landforms and the children are enjoying the new concepts, vocabulary, and the work that uses water to flow around the landforms.


We will be learning about Johnny Appleseed and we are excited to start our garden next month.  The children truly enjoy the growth cycle and tending their vegetables.  They take great pride in the fruits of their labor.  The author of the month is Eric Carle and we are enjoying reading his books and seeing the illustrations.  We will be doing an art project in an attempt to mimic his work. 


�


Please remember to replenish your child’s extra clothing.  A warm thank you to Camilla’s mom, Holly Der, for getting library books.  We also want to thank the Creek, Wess, Hyatt, and Yang families for providing wonderful snacks this month.  


Happy birthday this month to Malik, Catherine, and Jyles.  











 















































Happy Birthday


September


 3- Catherine Richardson and Jyles Watson


8- Elle Campbell


9- Emmery Cress


12- Malik Moore


14- Jack Bechtel and Taylor Black


22- Declan Anderson-Sharp


28- Ethan Martin





Primary Room 8 with Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Rhonda























  We have a great group of students and we are enjoying each and every day.  The children have done a beautiful job with the grace and courtesy module.  Their work habits are developing nicely and they are working both independently and in small groups with ease.  They are making good work choices and many are asking to be challenged.     The children are picking up some of the concepts very quickly and I am constantly amazed at the speed at which they are learning. 


I have already seen tremendous growth in both their academics and their social development.


This month we are studying landforms and the children are enjoying the new concepts, vocabulary, and the work that uses water to flow around the landforms. �


We will be learning about Johnny Appleseed and we are excited to start our garden next month.  The children truly enjoy the growth cycle and tending their vegetables.  They take great pride in the fruits of their labor.


The author of the month is Eric Carle and we are enjoying reading his books and seeing the illustrations.  We will be doing an art project in an attempt to mimic his work. 


Thank you to everyone who brought in their plastic frames for our curriculum night project and thank you to the Mukherjee, Yokoo, Shimpuku, and O’Brien families for bringing snack this month. 























The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents.


First choose a short title for your newsletter— something like "School News," or “Back to School.” As you choose the title, also take time to think about the newsletter’s theme. What important messages do you want to send parents and families?


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length.


Use the body of your school newsletter to keep parents apprised of major assignments and class events, as well as of any school district news. 




























































































































































































Our  classroom news
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Our classroom news








Inspiring the love of learning in every child!





Toddlers and Pre-Toddlers


Rooms 1&2	Room 3	       Room 4


Ms. Vikki       Ms. Ashley    Ms. Kazumi


Ms. Elaine     Ms. Padma      Ms. Vicki














We’re on the Web!


www.montessori-educare.com





Montessori Educare Academy





1244 E. Chandler Blvd.


Phoenix, Az 85048


Phone:


480.283.8885


Fax:


480.283.0559


E-mail:


mea@qwestoffice.net





 Theme:  All about Me


Montessori Behaviors :  Washing our hands, Grace & Courtesy, Forming a line, Walking in a line,  Returning works to the shelf,  Rolling a rug,  Moving cautiously and respectfully around the classroom


Line time topics:  Name recognition, Introducing the calendar, Numbers of the month 1 to 10,  Shape of the month-Circle, Color of the month-Blue, Introduce/review basic shapes, Lizards


Our pre-toddlers continue to mature and develop.  We have two students who can match their colors and we are extending their line time each and every day.  We are excited that the weather has finally begun to cool off.  


In the toddler classes, this month we are continuing to review the rules of our classroom as a continuation of our grace and courtesy module.  We work on using our walking feet in class, and using good table manners (waiting for all our friends to sit down before we begin to eat, etc). We will continue talking about the shapes, reading about lizards, working on recognizing each other’s name, and all of the vocabulary associated with the calendar.  Every day we review the phonetic sounds of the alphabet when we talk about the calendar.  We are starting to learn qualifying terms when working in our Sensorial area (longer, shorter, louder, softer).  These are pre-math skills that will enable them to grasp math much easier.  We will be going over new songs this month and learning how to use rhythm sticks when moving to music.  There is a line drawn on our floor for the children to practice walking on and learning balance.  


We have several friends who have completed the toddler readiness checklist and have begun to visit their designated primary class.  Logan, Catalina, Declan, Ethan, Reese, Taylor and Breanna will all be transitioning soon.  Many of them have already spent the majority of the day in their new class.  Thank you to all the families for bringing us snack this month.  Happy Birthday to Taylor, Declan Ethan, who are turning 3 this month!!





 







































































